08/08/1986 - Defensive Secondary by University Marketing and Communications
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
1986 Press Releases
8-8-1986
08/08/1986 - Defensive Secondary
University Marketing and Communications
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1986
This is brought to you for free and open access by the Press Releases at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in 1986 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
University Marketing and Communications, "08/08/1986 - Defensive Secondary" (1986). 1986. 1270.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/press_releases_1986/1270
P•ntller Sports News 
EASTERN IlliNOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports InforTTUltion Director 
OFFICE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345-4166 
DEFENSIVE SECONDARY 
(Fourth in a Series) 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (August 8, 1986) 
CHARLESTON, IL.--With three fourths of the starting secondary 
returning, including Second Team All-Gateway pick Bob Bronaugh, Eastern 
Illinois University's defensive backfield will polish rather than develop 
its skills during the next few weeks. 
Bronaugh (Rantoul), a senior strong safety starting for the third 
year, is not only the anchor for this segment but one of the overall team 
leaders. 
He was the team's No. 3 tackler last year with 90 and led in pass 
interceptions (5), fumble recoveries (4) and pass deflections (7). His 
five interceptions tied for league high. 
"There's no question but that Bobby is one of our leaders," says 
Assistant Head Coach Larry Edlund, who coordinates the defense and coaches 
the secondary. "Bob is a team player all the way and a good hitter. His 
pass coverage really has improved as indicated by his stats last season." 
The other safety position will be shared by two players at opposite 
ends of the tape measure. Darius Shavers (Chicago-Dunbar), a 5-6 senior, 
.started every game at free safety but in passing situations 6-4 sophomore 
Scott Johnson (Newton) is in the lineup. 
"Both are real good players but each is a little better in particular 
situations," says Edlund. Shavers was fifth on the team in tackles with 
69 and led with five forced fumbles. 
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Starting corners coming into camp are senior Greg Rhea (Cerritos, 
CA-Cerritos CC) and redshirt freshman Rod Reynolds (Detroit-King). 
Rhea started five games last year with 29 tackles. Reynolds, who 
walked on originally, has "really turned into a player," says Edlund. "He 
has good quickness and size for a corner, and if he picks up some speed 
could really be a great one. (Roy) Banks can hardly shake him now." 
Although considered the backup to Bronaugh at strong safety, sophomore 
Dave Swingler (St. Louis-Beaumont) is as close to being a starter as 
possible since he's the nickel back. 
"Any time we're in second and long, third and long, he's in there so 
you'll see a lot of him," Edlund explained. 
A backup at the corner is Kevin Hunter (Detroit-King), a junior who 
switched in the spring from a wideout. "He had a good spring. Even 
though he has a ways to go he definitely was a pleasant surprise." 
Eugene Humphrey (Chicago-Julian), a redshirt freshman, may be a 
sleeper at one of the safetys. "He led us with what we call 'big hits' in 
the spring ... one of those players who every time you look up he's 
making the play." 
Two JCers are Robert Jackson (Spring Valley, CA-Southwest CC) and 
Dave Whitehead (Jacksonville, FL-Pratt, KS CC). 
Daryl Holcombe (Ft. Lauderdale, FL-Nova) and Mike Altekruse 
(Carbondale) are returning squad members. 
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